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St. Gregory Catholic School- Summer Reading Assignment- Grade 8 

Before the first day of school on August 11, 2026, all incoming 8th grade students must read the novel 
Call of the Wild by Jack London, and complete the assignment below. This assignment will be a 
summative grade worth 50 points.

Project: "The Yukon Traveler’s Guide"

Objective: Create an enticing, informative travel brochure for the Yukon Territory as it appeared during 
the Gold Rush, incorporating specific evidence from The Call of the Wild.

Assignment Requirements

● Format: One sheet of 8.5" x 11" paper, folded long-ways into thirds (tri-fold).
● Aesthetics: The brochure must be colorful, neatly written (or typed), and free of spelling and 

grammatical errors.
● Evidence of Reading: In at least three of the panels, you must include a direct reference to an 

event, a setting, or a character’s experience from The Call of the Wild to illustrate your point.

Brochure Layout Guide

Inside Panels (The Content)

● Left Panel (Welcome): A compelling welcome statement. Convince readers why they should 
brave the journey to the Yukon. Include a hand-drawn or digital illustration. Book Connection: 
Use a quote or description of the setting from the novel to set the mood.

● Center Panel (Geography & Sightseeing): Describe the geography, special features, and 
"must-see" spots (e.g., Dyea Beach, the trails). Include a map of the area and an illustration. 
Book Connection: Mention a specific location Buck traveled through.

● Right Panel (Nature & Survival): Split this into two parts.
1. Weather/Seasons: What should a traveler expect?
2. Flora & Fauna: What plants and animals live here? Include an illustration. Book 

Connection: Describe the harsh winter environment that Buck had to adapt to.

Outside Panels (The Hook)

● Outside Left Panel (Travel & Activity): Describe how to travel in the Yukon (e.g., sled dogs, 
riverboats) and activities for visitors. Include an illustration. Book Connection: Describe the role 
of the sled dogs as the "primary vehicle" of the North.

● Outside Center Panel (The Gold Rush): Entice potential visitors with the area's main selling 
point—gold mining. Explain how it's done and the basics of staking a claim. Book Connection: 
Discuss how the influx of gold-seekers (like those in the book) changed the landscape.

● Outside Right Panel (Title/Back Cover): The "face" of your brochure. Include a catchy slogan, a 
large title, a striking illustration, and your name.



Rubric:

Criteria Excellent (Top Tier) Proficient 
(Middle-High)

Developing (Middle-Low) Needs 
Improvement 
(Bottom Tier)

Content Quality 
(20 pts)

20 pts: 
Comprehensive, 
engaging, and 
accurately portrays 
the novel.

16 pts: 
Informative but 
may lack depth or 
detail in certain 
areas.

12 pts: Provides basic info 
but lacks depth or 
engagement.

8 pts: Incomplete, 
inaccurate, or fails 
to convey the 
novel.

Organization & 
Structure (10 
pts)

10 pts: Well-
organized with clear 
sections and logical 
flow.

8 pts: Generally 
well-organized, 
but some sections 
lack coherence.

6 pts: Lacks clear 
organization or sections 
poorly defined.

4 pts: Lacks clear 
organization, 
making it difficult 
to follow.

Visual Appeal 
(10 pts)

10 pts: Colorful, 
neatly designed, 
high-quality graphics.

8 pts: Visually 
appealing, but 
some graphics 
need 
improvement.

6 pts: 
Graphics/illustrations are 
limited or ineffective.

4 pts: Lacks 
visual appeal; 
minimal use of 
graphics.

Mechanics (10 
pts)

10 pts: Correct 
spelling, grammar, 
and punctuation 
throughout.

8 pts: Minor 
errors that do not 
detract from 
readability.

6 pts: Noticeable errors 
that impede readability.

4 pts: Numerous 
errors that 
significantly 
detract from 
readability.
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