
ST. GREGORY THE GREAT CATHOLIC SCHOOL               
SUMMER 2024

READING AND MATH ENRICHMENT 

Students Entering Eighth Grade August 2024 

Dear St. Gregory Parents, 

Happy summer! While you are enjoying your summer, please encourage your child to read as much as possible. 
Reading is one of the most important skills which can impact your child’s academic success and confidence!  

The following pages have information regarding the math and reading activities our eighth teachers would like your 
child to complete during the summer. Please send the completed activities with your child on the second day of 
school. 



 Incoming 8  th  Grade Summer Reading 
 Incoming 8  th  graders are required to read one  ONE  novel and are encouraged to 
 read more. 

 Mandatory  :  An Elephant in the Garden  by Michael Morpurgo 
 ISBN: 978-1250034144 

 Please complete the story reflection for  An Elephant  in the Garden  and turn in on the second day of 
 school.  Students will take an AR test on  An Elephant  in the Garden  upon returning to school. 
 Students do not have to take an AR test on the other novels read.  Please note that NO AR quizzes 
 will be deleted.  Please be prepared and plan accordingly. 

 An Elephant in the Garden  Novel Reflection.  You may  write (in cursive and blue ink) or type your 
 responses on a google document. 

 1. Who was your favorite main character in this story? What are the actions and personality traits of 
 the character that you found to be most likable or appealing? 

 2. What is the author’s purpose for the story? Use text evidence to support your claim? 

 3. What is a theme (idea or message) embedded within the story that stands out to you? Quote a 
 passage from the book that sticks to memory, and explain why that idea or message impressed you 
 so much. 

 4. What is the greatest conflict or hardship experienced by your favorite main character? How did 
 their hardship affect your emotions while reading the novel? Did you feel anxiousness, sadness, 
 compassion or empathy for the character? Describe the emotion you experienced during this point 
 of the story and explain why you felt this way. 

 5. Summarize the climax of the story. How does the climax affect your favorite main character? 
 Does the climax create greater happiness for them? Does it allow him to accomplish his goal(s) 
 within the story? Please explain. 

 6. If you were your favorite character, what would you have done differently to avoid encountering 
 his/her problem? Think about a decision that this character made at some point in the story which 
 you did not quite agree with. How would you have made this decision differently? Explain why. 

 I read  An Elephant in the Garden  and will be taking  the AR quiz on  An Elephant in the Garden  upon returning  to school. 

 ____________________________________________     ________________________________________________ 

 Student Signature  Parent Signature 
























